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Government panel hears Redeemer’s story 


T: appear before a provincially appointed Advi- 
sory Panel on the Future Directions for 
Post-secondary Education was, according to col- 
lege president Dr, Justin Cooper, one of the best op- 
portunities Redeemer College has had in 16 years. 

This presentation gave Redeemer College the 
chance to influence the panel and, by extension, John 
Snobelen, Minister of Education, in decisions to be 
made that will affect Ontario's postsecondary land- 
scape for years to come. Dr. Cooper and five other 
members of the Redeemer delegation made their pres- 
entation to the provincial panel on October 23 at 
Queen's Park. 

The appearance was the latest development in the 
college's ongoing efforts to alter its degree granting 
privileges and, in Cooper's words, end 30 years of sta- 
tus quo in Ontario that has limited private institutions 
like Redeemer to granting “special” degrees such as 
the Bachelor of Christian 
Studies currently author- 
ized by the college's pro- 
vineial charter. 

Cooper noted that 
this was the sixth brief the 
college has submitted 
seeking the acceptance of 
private universities in the 
province. “We have dealt 
with all three govern- 
ments [political parties] 
and have gone through 
four terms [of the Ontario 
Legislative Assembly].” 

Redeemer's presen- 
tation focused on reassur- 
ing the panel thata proc- | 
ess could be developed to 
guarantee that private 
universities would be 
academically and finan- 
cially responsible and 
that Redeemer College 
would enrich rather than 
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weaken university education in the province. 

In addition to President Cooper, the college was 
represented by Redeemer vice-presidents Dr. Elaine 
Botha and Mr. Bill van Staalduinen and faculty mem- 
ber Dr. David Benner. The delegation also included 
three external representatives, Dr. David Humphreys, 
professor emeritus from McMaster University, Dr. 
Sylvia Keesmaat, a Redeemer graduate who also at- 
tended Oxford University and is currently a Senior 
Fellow at the Institute for Christian Studies in Toronto, 
and Dr. Brian Stiller, president of Ontario Bible Col- 
lege and the Evangelical Fellowship of Canada. 

The provincial panel seemed especially attentive 
to Keesmaat’s comments which lauded the quality of 
her undergraduate education at Redeemer but ex- 
pressed frustration at the hurdles imposed by the gov- 
ermment’s limitation on Redeemer’s degree-granting 

Continued on page 4, 
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Jesus Christ, our thoughts 
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Trusting in a faithful God 


s we approach the sea- 

on of Christmas in 
which we celebrate the com- 
ing of our Lord and Saviour 


turn to the many gifts we en- 
joy from the hand of our heav- 
enly God and Father, As we 
think back to the history of 
the College, we are reminded 
that our God is faithful. 
Twenty years ago, in No- 


efforts of his people. What a | 


faithful God we have! 

Now we are at an impor- 
tant juncture in the develop- 
ment of Redeemer College. 
We have financial challenges | 
to meet and the challenge of 
showing the legitimacy of | 
Christian university educa- | 
tion in a province which 
seems to be gripped by an in- 
tolerant mindset which does 


| ciation, which worked toward the estab- 
| lishment of Redeemer College. Sixteen 


abundantly clear, working through the 


vember 1976, the Lord in- 
spired a group of people to 
form the Ontario Christian College Asso- 


not want to acknowledge 
Christ's lordship in higher 
education. 

We must approach these challenges 
with the trust and conviction that our 
God is faithful. He has shown us this 
faithfulness in many ways in the past. So 
we look to the future with courage and 
boldness and the sure knowledge that, as 
we seek his guidance and direction, we 
can expect all good and perfect gifts from 
his fatherly hand. 

In this Christmas season may you 
also experience anew this trust and sense 
of wonder at the many-sided faithfulness | 
of our God. 


years ago, in December 1980, this associa- 
tion received a charter from the govern- 
ment to found a Christian liberal arts col- 
lege in this province. Again the Lord's 
blessing was evident. 

Only four short years after the Col- 
lege opened in 1982, it had grown to the 
point where a new campus was needed. 
And ten years ago, in November 1956, the 
campus and academic building were 
dedicated to the service and glory of the 


Lord. Once again God's faithfulness was Justin D. Cooper | 


Day and Evening Courses 


Mini-courses (non-credit) 


“Recent Roman Catholic Thinking” Dr. Tom McCormick (8 weeks/starts January 
9): Also available as a full semester course, this eight-week session is an excellent 
means for interested students to view Roman Catholic contributions both sympatheti- 
cally and critically. Dr. McCormick is respected for his insight into Reformed theology 
and his knowledge of Roman Catholic writers and thinking. 


“Strategic Pastoral Counselling” Dr. David G. Benner (6 weeks/starts Feb. 6): This 
course is recommended for pastors, elders and laypersons who have counselling minis- 
tries. Dr. Benner is a well-known Christian clinical and consulting psychologist and a 
Professor of Psychology at Redeemer. 


Full semester courses (may be taken for credit or non-credit) 


Feature Course Religion 103 “Introduction to Scripture: Old Testament” Dr. Al 
Wolters (Wednesday evenings beginning January 15): Join in the study of the Old 
Testament in this survey that looks to understand the text of Scripture while it ex- 


| plores the major themes and continuing message of God's Word. Dr. Wolters welcomes 


part-time students and members of the community to this introductory course. 


For information on times, fees, or a complete listing of day and evening 
courses call the Office of Admissions. 


COMING EVENTS 


Jan. 15, 16 - Stacey Lecture Series. Dr. 
Richard Mouw, president of Fuller Theo- 
logical Seminary, will be this year’s 
Staley Lecturer. 


Feb, 4 - Ministers’ CONFERENCE. Dr, 
Wilbert Shenk, professor of missiology 
at the Fuller School for World Mission, 
will speak on “Envisioning the Church 
of the Future.” 


Mar. 2 - Home Concert Cuotr. The Re- 
deemer Concert Choir will perform 
some repetoire from its recently com- 
pleted tour at this free concert. 


Mar. 7, 8 -SCHOLARSHIP WEEKEND. Invited 
scholarship applicants will spend a | 
weekend of interviewing, essay writing 
and fun at Redeemer in hopes of earn- 
ing Foundation Scholarships. Deadline 
for applications is Feb. 1, 1997. 


Apr. 3-5, 9-12 -Sprinc Mainstace. David 
Van Belle will direct Patrick Friesen‘s The 
Shunning in the intimate setting of Re- 
deemer's Studio Theatre. 


Apr. 12 -Srrinc Concert. Two Redeemer 
choirs and an orchestra join together for 
Elijah, an oratorio about the prophet's 
life as recorded in Scripture. The concert 
will take place at the Centenary United 
Church, 24 Main St. W., Hamilton at & 
p.m. 


For a complete listing of events as 

well as Redeemer News Updates, 
visit our Website at 

http://www.redeemer.on.ca 


POSITION AVAILABLE 
Volunteer 
Co-ordinator 


The college is seeking an individual to 
serve as a co-ordinator for the various 
groups of volunteers who serve Redeemer 
College. This unpaid position would in- 
volye 8-10 hours a month and would in- 
clude editing a volunteer newsletter, as- 
sisting in a training manual and screening 
volunteer applicants. Reasonable proxim- 
ity to the Redeemer campus is desirable. 


Fora volunteer position description and an 
application contact the Office of Commu- 
nity & Media Relations. 
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NEWS EVENTS 


Original six reminisce about the early years 


By Tim Wolfert 


TE Tenth Anniversary of the first gradu- 
ating class not only gives the students 
of that era cause to reminisce, italso brings 
back memories for the College's original 
faculty. For faculty, deciding to teach at 
Redeemer was also a leap of faith. Like the 
students they were to teach (if the students 
actually came), the professors had no idea 
of what was to come. To their credit, stu- 
dents had for the most part, and still have, 
universal praise for their work. 

At the recent banquet honouring the 
Class of 86, many thank-yous were said to 
those instructors who had such a huge im- 
pact on the lives of the young institution, 
and its students. 

Of the nine full-time faculty members 
who started with the College in 1982 
(which Hugh Cook coined “the Eight 
Dutchmen and a Savage"), six still remain 
at Redeemer. 

The other three are still involved in the 
education field. Dr. John Bolt is now Pro- 
fessor of Systematic Theology at Calvin 
Seminary, Dr. Harry Van Belle is currently 
Professor of Psychology at The King’s Uni- 
versity College in Edmonton, AB, and Mr. 
Dan Savage, the College’s first Librarian, 
is now Chief Librarian at the University of 
Prince Edward Island. 

Here are some of the things that the 
remaining six remember from the early 
days of Redeemer College: 

Hugh Cook: 

“What struck me most as I walked through 
the old halls of Bell Cairn school day after 
day was what an incredible venture of faith 
Redeemer College was: students willing 
to come to a college that didn’t even have 
a campus yet, let alone any academic ac- 
creditation; the willingness of faculty-- 
some of them forsaking tenured positions 
at other institutions--to commit themselves 
to a completely fledgling little college. 
None of us students and faculty could have 
done so from any logical human perspec- 
tive. I'm convinced it was the Lord work- 
ing through us so that what we did seemed 
to us as the most perfectly necessary and 
even natural thing to do.” 

fustin Cooper: 

“Through all of the excitement and frus- 
tration of starting something new, there 


BEFORE AND AFTER: The original faculty poses for its first-ever Redeemer yearbook 
photo in 1982. Row 1 (I-r): Doug Loney (PT instructor), Theo Plantinga, Jitse van der 
Meer, Henry DeBolster (president), Justin Cooper, Hugh Cook, Row 2: Peter Bulthuis 
(PT instructor), John Balt, Harry VanDyke, Gerzinus Hoekstra (PT instructor) and Harry 
vanBelle (absent: Wytse VanDijk). Below, 14 years later, six of those full-time faculty 
members are still at the college: W. VanDijk, T. Plantinga, J. van der Meer, H. VanDyke, 
J. Cooper and H. Cook, (D, Loney and P. Bulthuis are currently faculty as well.) 


—_ 
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Jitse van der Meer: 

“Another day, another dollar’ is what Ted 
Vellenga used to say after we had finished 
discussing the details of a lab that had to 
be offered for the first time--sometimes the 


was an underlying sense that we were at 
the beginning of something big, a convic- 
tion that the Lord was doing a great work.” 
Theodore Plantinga: 

“What I remember is a contagious confi- 


dence that we would succeed. Failure was 
not in our lexicon,” 


next day.” 


 COonnned on page 4. 
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Original faculty 
remembers 


Continued from page 3. 


Mivise van Dijk: 
“Apart from the unique and dedicated stu- 
dent body, the most striking aspects of 
teaching at Redeemer College in the early 
years were its facilities. It seemed to me that 
Redeemer College was the only college in 
North America whose building was within 
30 metres of a beach. I recall teaching phys- 
ics in.aclassroom that looked out over Lake 
Ontario. By lining up a horizontal divider 
in the windows that constituted the east 
wall of the clasroom with the distant hori- 
zon, one could visibly demonstrate the cur- 
vature of the earth.” 
Harry Van Dyke: 
“T had worked for 12 years at a fully subsi- 
dized Christian university in Amsterdam. 
There were a number of differences be- 
tween the two institutions. At my previ- 
ous place of work a Christian slant on his- 
tory was greeted with indifference, as 
something old-fashioned. But our pioneer 
students at Redeemer seemed quite eager 
to hear more about it. Also, my students 
at Redeemer knew little about the subject 
matter, and less about current world affairs. 
But boy could they write! It was the oppo- 
site of Dutch students. But there were dif- 
ferences outside the class as well: A few 
weeks into the first semester of Redeemer 
College, the business department told us 
ata meeting that, ‘The cheques are coming 
in the mail every day. Your salaries are 
ensured at least until Christmas.’ My mind 
raced — “Wait, nothing sure after that?’ and 
I just about slid off my chair.” 
—Tim Wolfert is Alumni Affairs 
Coordinator at Redeemer College 


COVER STORY 


Firstsyear Royal Jen Breukelman goes aiter the ball in regular season action. 
Women match all-time 
best in outdoor soccer 


[_Javing their best-ever season was not 
what the Lady Royals envisioned 
when they began this year’s soccer cam- 
paign, but that is indeed what they ac- 
complished. 

With a small roster of dedicated ath- 
letes, Redeemer’s women’s soccer team 
finished the regular season in second 
place in its division with two wins, two 
losses and two ties. Redeemer hosted 
Humber College in an opening round 
playoff game and won 1-0. Three days 
later, a 6-1 defeat at the hands of nation- 
ally-ranked Conestoga--the province's 

eventual silver medalist—ended the sea- 
son for Redeemer. 

“We didn’t expect to do this well,” 

| said Royals co-captain Julia Antonides. 


“We were hoping to win a few games and 
when we started winning we realized we 
could do even better.” 

Losing in a provincial quarter-final 
playoff game is the best the Royals have 
ever done, equalling the team’s perform- 
ance three years apo. 

“We've always had a fairly strong 
women’s soccer team,” said coach Al 
Brown. “It's great for a smaller school like 
ours to be able to remain competitive 
when you consider we play against 
schools like Humber which have student 
populations of about 10,000. 

“The attitude of our players makes 
them so pleasant to coach,” Brown said. 
“Whether we win or lose, we have a posi- 
tive experience.” —-DR 


Community supports delegation in prayer 


._cominued from page I. 


authority. 
Communally and personally the 
presentation provided opportunity for 


Redeemer to spend time in prayer. Re- 
garding his preparation for the panel 
hearing, Cooper commented that time for 
personal reflection and prayer were in- 
valuable. While the Redeemer delegation 
made its presentation at Queen's Park, 


the Redeemer community met in a special 
chapel service. Individuals also signed up 
to pray for one hour ata time in blocks im- 
mediately before and after the presentation. 

The Advisory Panel will submit its re- 
port to the Ministry of Education in mid- 
December. Ministry officials will review 
the report and make final recommenda- 
tions to the minister. At this time it is un- 
clear as to whether the minister might deal 
with the Redeemer request on its own mer- 


its or as part of broader policy on private 
institutions. The former route could lead 
to an early decision for the college while 
the latter would likely require new legis- | 
lation and affect the timing of any deci- | 
sion. 

The next issue of Reffections will pro- 
vide a comprehensive update on the min- 
istry’s progress and its deliberations. 

—-MiVE 
—with files from The CROWN 
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He faith with seafarers in Montreal 


By Heather Sinnema 


PX a student of Redeemer College, I am 
constantly encouraged to “explore the 
relation of faith, learning, and living from 
a Reformed Christian perspective,” as our 
mission statement promises. 

This past Reading Break (Oct. 24-28), 
nine other Redeemer students and | had 
the opportunity to integrate our Christian 
learning and living by volunteering at the 
Montreal Seafarers’ Centre. 

This centre ministers to the needs of 
seafarers from around the world whose 
ships are temporarily stationed in the Mon- 
treal harbour. The chaplain and volunteers 
at the centre visit each ship to converse with 
the seafarers, invite them to a relaxed 
evening at the centre and distribute Bibles 
in many languages upon request. 

A typical evening at the Seafarers’ Cen- 
tre would include games of pool or ping 
pong, listening to those who play instru- 
ments or sing, telephone calls to families 
back home at cheaper rates, and conversa- 
tions with people of many diverse cultures. 

As Christians serving at the centre, we 
had the opportunity to portray God's love 
to the seafarers through our actions and 
through our words. The seafarers, who sail 
from country to country, can in turn spread 
the message of the Bible to their families 
and friends. 

Some of the challenges that we had in 
relating to the seafarers were our differ- 
ences in language and in religious back- 
pround. For instance, we met a group of 
Algerians with an Islamic background who 


could speak Arabic, French and a bit of 
English. We also met seafarers from the 
Philipines who gave usa tour of their ship, 
a sampling of their food, and shared their 
musical talents. Several in our group who 
could speak French or Spanish had the 
unique opportunity of witnessing in a sec- 
ond language. 

On this trip, I learned to appreciate 
even more the value of my education at 
Redeemer. | used my abilities in French in 
talking with several Islamic seafarers from 
Algeria. Having read a novel by the Alge- 
rian author Camus in one of my French 
courses, | was able to start an interesting 


discussion that eventually led to the topic 
of religion. Although I regretted knowing 
so little about their Islamic beliefs, I tried 
to tell them about my Christian faith and 
my knowledge that Jesus is the Son of God, 
not merely a prophet as they claim. 

The ten of us returned to Redeemer 
with not only fond memories of visiting the 
seafarers and developing closer friend- 
ships, but also a reminder that we are called 
to witness to our brothers and sisters in 
every area of our lives. 

Heather Sinnema is a second-year 
student at Redeemer College, and a 
nati ve of Blue stand, sting 


Monica Poortinga, Johanna Baker and Jeremy Veldman (third, fifth and sixth from left) 
spend some ume in the kitchen of a ship from Singapore with four members of its crew. 


Redeemer College Bookstore 
SEPHER INCORPORATED 


JUST PUBLISHED 


Discovering Your Vocation; 
Discerning What God Has Designed You To Do 
by John Krueger, M.Ed. 


Career & Placement Co-ordinator, Redeemer College 


“A great book to slip into the hands of any student trying to figure out what to do with| 
their life.” Tom F. Balke, Atlantic Div. Director, Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship 


“Concise, readable and contains practical information of value to everyone looking for 
work in today’s economy. I wish | had this book when | was in my final year of high 
school!” Darlene Burns, Christian Vocational Counsellor and Speaker, Halifax. 


|Pre-paid orders for single copies: $7.00, includes taxes and domestic mailing. 
Visa, cheque or money order: (905) 648-9575, fax: (905) 648-2134 


Stegeman to head 
up planned giving 


Plans are being finalized by the college 
to enter the field of planned giving as an- 
other service to its constituency. 

Ben Stegeman, having just earned his 
Certified Stewardship Counsellor status, 
has expressed a desire to present, 
prayerfully and carefully, the principles of 
good stewardship to friends of the college, 
to assist them with estate planning, and to 
encourage planned gifts through wills, 
trusts, and other special arrangements. His 
title has been changed to Stewardship and 
Planned Giving Director. 

For a confidential consultation at no 
cost, please call Ben at 1-800-263-6467, 


MAKING 
THE RIGH 
CONNECT 


ON 


Introducing a new way to Save money on 
your long distance calls and help 
Redeemer College too. 


Calling all friends of Redeemer College! 


The Redeemer Foundation has teamed up 
with ACC Long Distance to form 4 Unigue 
partnership that benefits Redeemer College 
and Redeemer students. When you regis- 
ter with ACC as a Redeemer supporter, 
ACC will financially support the Redeemer 
Foundation based on your long distance 
calls anytime and anywhere in Canada, the 
United States and Overseas. You win with 
substantial long distance savings and Re- 
deemer benefits from the special financial 
support it receives from ACC! 


You save: 

300 off all daytime calls anywhere in 
North America 

40% off evening & overnight calls above 
regular phone company discounts 
30% off all overseas calls anytime, 


ON 


i 


i= = ACC. 
-_ 


The Redeemer Foundation has committed 
monies it receives from this program to in- 
vesting in technology-related needs at Re- 
deemer. Your long distance calls can help 
give Redeemer students a technological edge 
in their education! 


ACC Long Distance, one of the major play- 
ers in North American long distance telecom- 
munications, has been the long distance pro- 
vider for Redeemer College since 1993. For 
information on how you can connect to long 
distance savings call ACC today. Be sure to 
mention that you want to be included in the 
Redeemer Affinity Program. 


] he Connection Continues 


Make the Right Connection 


Call 1-888-274-7920 
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RRSP Questions 
and Answers 


By Dr, John M. Boersema (Prof. of Business) 


Q. What is the maximum Kegistered Retire- 
ment Savings Plan contribution limit for 1996? 
A. The amount you can contribute to your 
RRSP for 1996 depends on your income in 1995 
and on your past RRSP contributions. If you 
have contributed the maximum amount in the 
past, the maximum contribution this year is 
$13,500 or 18% of your 1995 earned income, 
whichever is less. Your 1995 “Notice of Assess- 
ment” will show your 1996 contribution limit. 


Q. Js overcontributing to an RRSP recom- 
mended? 

A. You are overcontributing when you exceed 
your allowable limit of earned income. The 
government allows a lifetime maximum 
overcontribution of $2,000 without penalty. 
The $2,000 overcontribution or less is not a 
deduction on your income tax, but allows earn- 
ings to grow tax-sheltered until withdrawn. 


QO. What are the benefits of a spousal RRSP? 
A. When funds are withdrawn from a spousal 
RRSP, the income is normally taxed at the 
spouse's tax rate, subject to special conditions 
for early withdrawal. Income splitting such as 
this results in lower total income tax payable 
than if one spouse were to receive all the in- 
COTE. 


Q. Should J deposit my RRSP contribution 
early in the year? 

A. Contributing early, rather than waiting till 
the last minute, makes your nest egg grow even 
faster. By doing this, your RRSP earns tax-shel- 
tered compounded interest and makes a size- 
able difference in the amount of retirement 
money available to you. For example, making 
a $4,000 deposit one year in advance, instead 
of in February, and the same amount at the 
same time each year for 20 years at a 6% inter- 
est rate, would cause your RRSP account to 
grow by an additional $8,826 in interest. 


QO. At what age do / need fo collapse my RRSP? 
A. Previous to the recent Federal budget, peo- 
ple had until age 71 before they had to collapse 
their RRSP. In future, you must transfer your 
RRSP into a retirement option during the year 
in which you turn 69. During the transition 
period, if you become age 68, 69, 70 in 1996, 
you must transfer in 1997. If you are 71 in 1996, 
you must transfer in 1996, Transferring your 
RESP to an RIF (Registered Income Fund) will 
permit you to defer paying taxes until you ac- 
tually have to withdraw the funds. 
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The time is right for 
REDEEMER COLLEGE 


The RRSP deposit limit is $13,500 for 1996, With the 1996 


deadline of Feb. 28, 1997 fast approaching, consider making 
your 1996 contribution soon to avold the February rush. 


Your investment now will help us pay off our capital loan at the 


bank this year. 


|For information, please complete, clip and mail the coupon below, or 


call toll-free: 1-200-263-6467 (local: 646-2131). 


“Determined in January and July of each year In relation to the Consumer Price Index. 


IVES! I will help Redeemer College pay off its bank debt. 


| Please contact me about: 


starting a new RRSP/RIF. 


transferring an existing RRSP/RIF. 


investment by way of loan. 


ee os ) 
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New Horizons breaks attendance record 


pe year’s version of New Horizons was 
groovy... and then some! 

Featuring a ‘60s theme, the annual 
event has never been so busy, with 139 stu- 
dents attending, representing a 20 per cent 
increase from last year. 

New Horizons gives senior high 
school students a weekend's look at Re- 
deemer College. They are given the oppor- 
tunity to live the life of a Redeemer stu- 
dent, sit in on classes, talk to faculty and 
find out what Redeemer has to offer. As 
well, New Horizons visitors were able to 
attend the mainstage theatrical production 
An Inspector Calls. 

Staff organizer Shawn Stovell attrib- 
uted this year’s increase in attendance to a 
number of factors. “We took some calcu- 
lated risks,” he said. “We offered free bus 
transportation from the east and west sides 
of Ontario, and I believe our “Fly Me to 
Redeemer” program was also effective. As 
well, [think our demographics are increas- 
ing; there are simply more students who 
are entering post-secondary schools.” 

Of the 139 visitors, 83 filled out sur- 
veys evaluating the weekend and, accord- 
ing to Mr. Stovell, there were many posi- 
tive comments reported concerning the 
various aspects of the event. 

Mr. Stovell said much of the success 
of the weekend was due toa spirit of coop- 
eration among the students, faculty and 
staff. 

“Almost every dorm had New Hori- 
zons students staying in them,” he said. 
“There was a real interest and willingness 
to be involved in this event and I believe 
the students noticed that when they vis- 
ited our campus.” 

The ‘60s theme was a big hit with both 
the students and the organizers, “We're rid- 
ing a trend right now with everything go- 
ing retro and they really got into it,” Mr. 
Stovell said. “The VA? members (Volunteer 
Admissions Ambassadors, a group of 16 
students who headed up the organizing) 
went to Value Village as a team to pick out 
some groovy clothing to wear for the first 
day of the weekend.” 

All told there were more than 70 stu- 
dents involved in running the event. Their 
participation ranged from giving tours, to 
dorm hosting, to leading small groups, to 
taking the 12 out-of-province guests sight- 
seeing to Niagara Falls. 


Above: Some of the many high school seniors at this year’s New Horizons Weekend 
anxiously await the start of this fun-filled and informative event. 


AND THEN THERE 
WAS THE GARB: 
Scott Post and Elisa 
Cook (left) and VA? 
leader Heather Smith 
(right) give the peace 
sign while donning 
some outrageously 
fashionable clothing... 
30 years ago that is. 


Carolyn Eygenraam and Michelle DeKlerk lead a group of New Horizons 
participants on a tour of the college campus. 
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Learning in and out of the classroom 


eff Bakker learned a lot more than the 
French language after his nine-month ex- 
perience studying abroad in Paris, France. 

From January to September 1996, Jeff, 
a fourth-year political science student from 
st. Catharines, participated in the Re- 
deemer in France program with the pri- 
mary goal of becoming more familiar with 
the language. And after taking five courses 
at the Sorbonne (university in Paris) and 
interacting with the French people, he says 
he is now functionally bilingual. 

But that’s not all. Apart from what Jeff 
actually learned through his courses at the 
university, he said the mere experience of 
studying abroad was enlightening. 

“LT really benefitted from the rich, his- 
torical nature of a country that is so much 
older than Canada,” Jeff said. “The French 
way of life was a learning experience all 
on its own.” 

He noticed the difference in the accent 
and some expressions between Parisienne 
and Canadian French-speaking people, as 
he also spent two summers in Quebec 
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Jeff Bakker strikes a pose beside a “living 
statue” (a person covered in flour) in Paris. 


through Redeemer related programs. 

He picked up on some cultural differ- 
ences too. “The French are much more for- 
mal than we are here in North America,” 
he said. “For one thing, they shake one 
another's hand every morning.” 


Membership rally an 
uplifting experience 
By Lisa Gonnering 


Roe College held a membership rally 
at Jubilee Fellowship Christian Reformed 
Church in St. Catharines, Nov. 16. 

The church was nearly filled to capacity 
with 300 attendants from a number of Re- 
formed churches in the city and surrounding 
areas. In addition, 150 choir members from 
Redeemer College, Beacon Christian High 
School, Calvin Memorial and Heritage Chris- 
tian Schools also participated in the evening. 
The highlight was hearing a 150-voice choir 
sing praises to our God. 

Dr. Justin Cooper spoke of the vision for 
Redeemer College which had its beginnings 
in St. Catharines more than 20 years ago cul- 
minating in the establishment of the Ontario 
Christian College Association in November, 
1976. 


“DO YOU RECOGNIZE THIS GIRL?” 


The evening was very well received and 
many felt that it was an uplifting experience. 
Our next rally will be held in Smithville 
on February 21 at Smithville Christian High 
school and then at Redeemer College on March 


22. Watch for more information to follow. 


-Lisa Gonnering is the Annual Fund 
Coordinator at Kedeemer College. 


But don't shake a person's hand more 
than once a day, Jeff warns. “There was this 
one man who really wanted to fit in and 
he kept on shaking everybody's hands and 
they were just looking at him like he was 
strange.” 

Jeff travelled extensively with friends 
he had made there and was warmly wel- 
comed into a Baptist church near the cam- 
pus of the Sorbonne. 

One of the highlights for Jeff was be- 
ing accepted as a Canadian guide at Vimy 
Ridge, the famous site where many Cana- 
dian soldiers fought and died in 1917 dur- 
ing World War I. He worked there for two 
months, giving tours of the memorial and 
the tunnels. “It was excellent. It gave me a 
chance to apply what I'd learned,” he said. 
“You can't realize the extent of World War 
l until you actually visit the site. 

“Lwas already proud to be a Canadian 
studying abroad, but then to be in a set- 
ting with eight other Canadians represent- 
ing our country was even more patriotic.” 

—-DR 


Ryan McKenna (Inspector Goole) shows Vaughn Gowling (Mr. Arthur Birling) 
an [O picture in Redeemer’s fall mainstage An Inspector Calls by J.B. Priestly. 

The story revolves around the Birling family, each member of which had a 
different acquaintance with a girl who took her own life. The question of 
responsibility for this death becomes the issue in this highly charged and well- 
performed thriller. The play ran Nov. 19-23 and was directed by Prof. Raymond 
Louter. Next semester, Redeemer welcomes back alumnus T. David VanBelle 


who will direct Patrick Friesen’s The Shunning April 3-12 in the Studio Theatre. 
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Mc than 200 seniors took part in this 
year's Senior Citizens’ Day at Re- 
deemer, Oct. 31 and together they enjoyed 
a variety of events throughout the day. The 
program included a talk by faculty speaker 
Dr. Theo Plantinga, a performance of the 
Redeemer College choirs and a time to fel- 
lowship with friends. 

As an added feature, grandparents 
were encouraged to spend some time with 
their grandchildren who are attending Re- 
deemer. 

For third-year student Scott Post, this 
particular Senior Citizens’ Day was a day 
when his family got a little bigger. A na- 
tive of Sicamous, B.C., Scott's family lives 
quite far away. “Out of all the senior citi- 
zens in the cafeteria that day, I didn’t have 
a set of my own there,” Scott recalled. “I 
thought it would be neat to have a set of 
grandparents around here.” 

So Scott sat adorably in front of a 
homemade sign requesting grandparents 
and, lo and behold, someone took him up 
on the offer. 

Mrs. Wagenaar, of Fruitland (about 30 
kilometres from the college), “adopted” 
Scott and invited him over for the week- 
end. Opa and Oma Wagenaar picked Scott 
up the next Saturday night. 

“We had a nice talk and then she 
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showed me to my room and gave me a kiss 
on the cheek,” Scott said. “I thought that 
was cool. We went to church the next day 
and the whole family came over after for 
coffee and cake.” 

Scott marvelled at how godly the 
Wagenaars are. “God totally permeated 
through all the conversation,” he said. 
“Their trust in God and how God's hand 


Scott Post stands with C ma Wa, agenaar in front of his homemade “wanted” sign. 


upheld them during tough times and car- 
ried them through was very evident.” He 
found the war stories and how the war af- 
fected their lives the most interesting. 
Scott said the whole day was very com- 
fortable, just as if he were the Wagenaars’ 
actual grandson. “We left it open that we'd 
get together again,” he said. 
—DR 


Members welcomed to Redeemer’ s board 


The Board of Directors welcomes its new members. Row 1 (I-r): Frank Vreugdenhil, 
Martin Mudde; Row 2: Wybe Bylsma, Gary VanArragon, Lena Kiers, Bill Elisen, 


At its meeting on November 23, the 
Board of Governors officially welcomed 
newly elected members voted in at the 
October Annual Meeting. 

Incoming members came to the Re- 
deemer campus the previous day for a spe- 
cial orientation and attendance at sub-com- 
mittees. We wish them well in their tasks 
as they contribute to the mission of Re- 
deemer College. 

Retiring Board members were thanked 
for their service on a previous occasion. 
They include Alice Bergman, Egbert 
Couperus, Denise Dykstra, Herman Faber, 
Keith Huyer, John Schievink and Bill van 
Staalduinen, 

Another result of the election in Octo- 
ber was Ben Harsevoort being voted in as 
the new chairman of the board, replacing 
John Zantingh. However, Rev. Zantingh 
was re-elected as representive for Classis 
Hamilton. 
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Using the internet for Christian scholarship 


By Marlene Power 


his year the library has introduced a 
A. curriculum-integrated program of in- 
formation literacy. Not only are students 
learning library research skills in the tradi- 
tional way (i.e. using print resources) they 
are also being taught to find their way on 
the Internet and to discern what is best 
from an academic and Christian stand- 
point. 

In four of the core courses which eve- 
ryone takes during their first two years at 
Redeemer, students are learning to: 

* search online library catalogues (locally 
and worldwide) and critically evalu- 
ate their results; 

* interact with scholars around the world 
by joining an email discussion group 
which seeks to integrate faith and learn- 
ing ina particular discipline (e.g. Chris- 
tianity and literature); 

* search an Internet Bible concordance and 
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Welcome to the 
English department 


Welcome to Dr. Deborah Bowen, As- 
sistant Professor of English. She comes 
to Redeemer from the University of Mon- 
treal. 

Dr. Bowen, originally from England, 
studied at Oxford and Cambridge, com- 
pleted her doctorate at the University of 
Ottawa and in addition to her teaching 

| has worked for InterVarsity Christian Fel- 
lowship. 

Her husband John, the National Con- 


sultant in Evangelism for InterVarsity, is. 


presently completing his thesis at 
McMaster Divinity College. Their son 
Benjamin attends university and their 
daughter Anna attends Hamilton District 
Christian High. 

| Dr. Bowen's students appreciate her 
for her clarity and intelligence in teach- 
ing and the serious insightful manner in 
which she deals with the connection be- 
tween Christianity and her academic dis- 
cipline, English. 


CHANGES 


commentary in order to develop a Bib- 
lical perspective on a research topic; 

* search databases for scholarly journal 
articles which will help them to develop 
a Christian perspective in their subject 
discipline-—-whether it be psychology, bi- 
ology or sociology. 

Although students are taught how to 
download from the internet, they are also 
warmed about copyright issues and elec- 
tronic plagiarism. They learn how to cite 
accurately internet resources in their foot- 
notes and bibliography. 

The library homepage (http:/ / 
www.redeemer.on.ca/ library /index.html) 
provides access to Christian resources “at 
the click of a mouse.” There are also links 
to scholarly resources in all the subject dis- 
ciplines offered at Redeemer College—from 
Art to Theatre Arts. 

Students can attend in-class demon- 
strations, hands-on workshops in the com- 
puter lab, or small group tutorials in the 


. = * 

Designation achieved 

Ben Stegeman, Stewardship Director, 
completed the training and education re- 
quirements needed to earn the designation 
of “Certified Stewardship Counsellor.” The 
program, sponsored by the Canadian 
Council of Christian Charities, involves 
comprehensive training in estate planning 
and planned giving. 


* 

Moving on 

The college says goodbye to two staff 
and one faculty member who have recently 
accepted employment positions elsewhere. 

Gilbert Langerak, Redeemer’s Finance 
Director, was hired 12.5 years ago, when 
the callege was still located on Beach Blvd. 
He will be working as a senior administra- 
tor at Licence Management Corporation in 
Hamilton where he will be overseeing a 
large group of franchises with connections 
to the Canadian Council of Christian Chari- 
ties. 

Angela DeKok, a Redeemer psychol- 
ogy graduate, spent the last year working 
as a secretary in the Student Life depart- 


library. Eventually they will also be able to 
teach themselves by working through in- 
structional web pages (World Wide Web). 
Since we are a small university college, stu- 
dents can get plenty of personal attention 
when they need help. 

The information literacy program has 
been enthusiastically received. By the time 
they reach their senior year, students will 
have the skills to do a research paper us- 
ing the most up-to-date information avail- 
able, Also, we are no longer limited to the 
resources of our own library since we can 
access the holdings of some of the best re- 
search collections in the world, and borrow 
through inter-library loans. 

Students are developing skills in com- 
puter /information literacy as well as Chris- 
tian discernment--skills which are critical 
for graduate research and for today’s job 
market. 

Marlene Power is Assistant Librarian, 
Public Services at Redeemer College. 


ment. In September, she accepted a posi- 
tion in her field at Christian Horizons in 
Hamilton. 

After spending two and half years at 
Redeemer, Dr. Danie Strauss is return- 
ing to the University of Bloemfontein in 
South Africa. While there, he will con- 
tinue his work as Director-at-a-Distance 
of the Dooyeweerd Centre. 
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Moving over 

Ina recent re-organization, Mark Van 
sions to the newly defined position of 
Community & Media Relations. He will 
be responsible for public relations, adver- 
tising and community contact. 

Marian Ryks-Szelekovszky, Re-— 
deemer’s Registrar, added the duties of | 
Admissions Director to her portfolio. 


Happy Birthday 

The Redeemer College community 
congratulates president-emeritus Rev. H. 
DeBolster on the occasion of his 70th 
birthday, Nov. 2, 1996. 
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FACULTY UPDATE 
DAVID G. BENNER 


September 26, 1996 - The first report of the re- 
sults of a 3-year intervention to aid trauma reso- 
lution anc promote social reconciliation among 
children in Croatia was presented to the Cana- 
dian Academy of Child Psychiatry in Quebec 
City. The project involved 251 Grade 5 chil- 
dren in three cities in Croatia, the research team 
composed of psychologists and psychiatrists 
from McMaster University, Redeemer College 
(Dr. Benner), and the Centre for Psychological 
Assistance in Zagreb. Early results are quite 
promising and UNICEF is considering imple- 
menting the intervention in a number of other 
War ZONeS, 


M. ELAINE BOTHA 


September 29 - October 2, 1996 - Participated 
in the Coalition of Christian Colleges and Uni- 
versities (CCCU) workshop on Discipleship in 
the Disciplines, held at Michindoh, MI. Dr, 
jitse van der Meer and Dr. Danie Strauss were 
also participants at this conference, 


DOUG NEEDHAM 


1996/97 - Dr. Needham is serving as a Field 
Education Supervisor for the Divinity College 
at McMaster University, Hamilton, 


For a complete listing of all faculty activities, 
please call Redeemer College's Office of the 
Vice-President (Academic) at (905) 648-2131 
wad, 


A MEASURE OF EXCELLENCE: 

One of the traditional signs of a strang 
faculty involves the number of scholars 
who have earned a doctorate in their 
discipline. Pictured above, Dr. Kevin 
Vander Meulen (Mathematics) and Dr. 


Thea van Til Rusthoven (French) 
successtully defended their dissertations 
within the last 12 months. Ninety percent 
of Redeemer’s faculty hold a doctorate, 
another indication that Redeemer students 
are well-served by those teaching at the 
college. 


DOOYEWEERD CENTRE INKS PUBLISHING DEAL: 

The Dooyeweerd Centre is pleased to announce the signing of a contract by The 
Edwin Mellen Press to publish the translated works of philosopher Herman 
Dooyeweerd. The signing took place at a special ceremony held alt Redeemer College, 
the home of the Centre. (L-r) Dr. Herbert Richardson and John Rupnow of The Mellen 
Press, Herman Dooyeweerd Jr. and Dr. Daniel Strauss make the agreement official. 
The first volume entitled Christian Philosophy and the Meaning of History was also 
handed over to The Mellen Press at the ceremony, ready for publication, 


Redeemer represented at UK conference 


I June 1996 five faculty members joined 
approximately 20) other scholars in 
Leeds, England for a conference with in- 
fluential Christian scholar and statesman 
Lesslie Newbigin. 

The 25 scholars, who come from five 
different countries and stand in the Refor- 
mational or neo-Calvinist tradition, at- 
tended a colloquium entitled “.A Christian 
Society: Witnessing to the Gospel of the 
Kingdom in the Public Life of Western 
Culture.” 

The event was designed to be a dia- 
logue between the Reformational tradition 
and the missiological /ecumenical tradition 
as it is represented and interpreted in the 
writings of Newbigin. The proceedings 


were divided into three sections: founda- 
tion issues, public life in the west and an 
ecclesiastical issue--if the church is to en- 
gage in the public life of western culture, 
how must she understand herself? A fol- 
low-up conference has been planned for 
June 1997, 

Michael Goheen was a co-organizer of 
the conference. Other Redeemer partici- 
pants included Dr. M. Elaine Botha, Dr. 
Harry Van Dyke, Dr. Al Wolters and Dr. 
Danie Strauss of the Dooyeweerd Centre. 
A full description of the conference is given 
in an article submitted by Prof. Goheen to 
the Jnternational Association for the Pro- 
motion of Higher Education. 


Pascal Centre publishes four volumes 


he Pascal Centre has recently published 
Facets of Faith and Science, four vol- 
umes which seek to review current schol- 
arship on the nature of the interactions be- 
tween the natural sciences and belief. These 
objectives were pursued along historical 
and philosophical lines, and included is- 
sues in theology, mathematics, the natural 
sciences, logic and more. 
“The most satisfying aspect of this 
publication is that it answers the question 
‘how can Christian beliefs affect the con- 
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tent of natural science’,” said Dr. Jitse van 
der Meer, director of the Pascal Centre. 

This publication, which took over four 
years to complete, contains papers of a re- 
search conference organized by the centre 
in 1992, “This was an enormous project but 
I would do it again because | learned so 
much,” said van der Meer. 

The University Press of America Inc. 
is publishing the volumes which are avail- 
able at a cost of between $28.50 and $36.50 
each. To order, call 1-800-462-6420. 


